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office was in GOD'S name to bless the people, particularly by admitting them to the benefit and privilege of remission of sins by spiritual regeneration in Baptism. Above this was the power of offering up to GOD the peoples'sacrifices at the altar; that is, as Mr. Mede and others explain them, first the eucharistical oblations of bread and wine to agnize or acknowledge GOD to be the LORD of the creatures; then the sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving in commemoration of CHRIST'S bloody sacrifice upon the cross, mystically represented in the creatures of bread and wine; which whole sacred action was commonly called the Christian's reasonable and unbloody sacrifice, or the sacrifice of the altar. The power of ministerial absolution, and that of benediction, were also considered as sacerdotal acts, together with that of spiritual jurisdiction and ordination vested in the Bishops. These facts and explanations go to show that, in the view of the Church, " sacerdotal functions" are not confined to the offering of bloody or expiatory sacrifices, and consequently that a presbyter may be a true priest or sacerdos, without involving the doctrine to which we have alluded as held by the Romanists. It is the fear of this doctrine which has created repugnance to the word in question ; and has led to the impression that, though authorized by the Church, there is a trifle more of Popery about it than in the kindred term " Presbyter." We believe that there is no Popery in either, inasmuch as they were in use before Popery was born. The one is scriptural; the other, not contrary to Scripture; and both may be properly used, without involving unlawful and heretical associations.
PRIMATE.   A Metropolitan or Archbishop.
PRIMITIVE CHURCH. The Church as it existed in the ages immediately after its first establishment. From its near connection with the Apostles and other inspired men, the primitive Church enjoyed many advantages, of which, at later periods, it was deprived. To the earliest ages we naturally look for illustrations of obscurities in the New Testament; for evidence and testimony of matters of fact; for sound interpretations of doctrine; proofs of the efficacy of the Gospel, and examples of undaunted Christian heroism. Hence the value we are accustomed to attach to the writings which have come